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Being a dad means
adapting to change

t takes time to grow into
ole as father, husband,;
lon’t let mistakes faze you

ARMANDO CARRILLO
Z | SEEIT

Father’s Day is a a day to celebrate
11 the dads. For me, this holiday is par-
icularly special because I never much
onsidered being a father and never
hought I would have kids celebrating
ne. But when I met my wife while we
vere both ministry students, things be-
yan to change.

After becoming youth pastors, we
rot married, but children were still off
he table for a time for me.

That was until I held a little girl who
ruly touched me. I saw it as God telling
ne to honor my wife and tonot be afraid
o have children.

I was scared when I found out my
vife was pregnant, but I dug in and sup-
yorted her. Our lives began to change
s our children became part of our
eam; the many laughs, trips, bruises,
scrapes and falls all began to change
ne as a father.

As a new father, I began to really
hink about my role and responsibil-
ties and knew I had to keep an eye on
ny relationship with my wife. I felt

yulled in so many directions and began

o realize this was going to take a lot of
ove. I knew I would have to keep my-
elf filled with love, joy, peace, pa-
ience and happiness to maintain a solid
valance with my children. This took me
ime to really realize what my children
1eeded of me!

I’ve seen some fathers make diaper-
hanging look super easy, but I knew
‘or me, fatherhood was going to be a
rue learning experience.

The love of being a father kept me on

he right track, it pressed me hard, and
t challenged my very soul to commit
nyself fully to their growth and care.
- Imade some mistakes down this now
0-year road, and that’s OK. Every fa-
her has to take it one day at a time,
teeping a vision for his family and en-
oying the many blessings that come
vith being a dad, a provider and hus-
vand.

When my two boys came along, I
ook a very manly father approach —
ve would play rough, go to martial arts,
lay ball and more. My boys made me
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feel like I needed to teach them how to
be strong.

But my parenting style changed
when my daughter was born. She
brought me down to earth and filled me
with the most love I have ever feltinmy
life. It was like she was the piece miss-
ing from our clan! My fatherly whistles
began to shoot off; I began to dig deeper
and think deeper about my role in a dif-
ferent way:.

As afather, I have learned to change,
to adapt, to think about my responsibil-
ities and to enjoy life one day at a time. I
feel so blessed to have had this chance
at life and I am very grateful to be a fa-
ther and husband!

I am also grateful for the resources
that DrugFreeAZKids.org, a program
of Southwest Behavioral & Health Ser-
vices, has on its website. To all fathers:
Live, love and build a strong foundation
for your children, but take life for what
it should be and make it the best you can
every day with your children and loved
ones!

Armando Carrillo is the program
coordinator of the HOPWA Transitional,
Permanent Independent and Permanent
Supportive Housing Program for Southwest
Behavioral & Health Services. He and his
wife of 12 years have three children and live
in Laveen.

“How much will
new replacement
windows & doors
cost me?”

Renewal by Andersen has
a phone line dedicated
to that question.

Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line at 480-409-8856,
and we'll provide a quote within 48 hours of your
call. Most other companies take weeks to produc
their estimate. Within 48 hours, a Renewal by
Andersen Project Manager will precisely measure
your home's windows and doors, help you choose
your window styles, colors, grilles and hardware,
and then we'll provide a down-to-the-penny
price quote that will be good for one full year.
No hidden charges and no more wondering,
“How much will new windows and doors cost?”

Get a FREE price

quote within 48 Hours!

Call 480-409-8856 |

to schedule your FREE in-home visit

Call before June 30"

- SAVE 20%
- SAVE 20%
We are the full-service e
. replacement window o
~division of Andersen
Windows, so everything
we build, install, and warrant
is held to the same standard
of excellence that Andersen
has lived by for 114 years.
The Renewal by Andersen
material is stronger than
vinyl, and unlike wood, requires
virtually no maintenance.®
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Call our 48 Hour Price Quote line: 480'409‘8856

'Renewal by Andersen of Greater Phoenix is an independently owned and operated affiliate operating in AZ Offer not
available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 3 or more
windows and/or patio doors. Cannat be combined with ather offers. To qualify for discaunt offer, initial contact for a free Window
Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 6/30/17 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after
the initial contact. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not
all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior
purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if proma balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are
independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only,
and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions
aranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do
not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing.
Southwest Windews & Doars LLC AZ ROC lic. #311233. “Benewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of
Andersen Corporation. ©2017 Andersen Corparation. All rights reserved. ©2017 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited
warranty for details.
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